RMDB.ZIP.


Unzip this with WinZip to obtain the files that you need:-


UserGuide.doc.	This is a draft users' guide.  It should tell you everything that you need to know about using the software.


Update Notes.doc.  This is a brief list of the current development status, indicating some possible future areas development.


RMDB.MDE.  This is the executable Access program.


Rmdbtest-be.mdb.   A set of test data.  If you link rmdb.mde to this, then you will be able to experiment with the system, printing results, etc., with some typical data.  


rmdb-be.mdb.   An empty database.


Jobnotes/$jobnoteTemplate.dot





Prerequisite Software





You must have Office-2000, including Access-2000, installed.  It will not work with earlier or later versions of Access.  I can create an Access-97 version on request.  (I may create a more robust release that includes its own run-time support, and so does not depend on your having the correct Access version - please contact me if there is a need for this).





You will also need to download the Microsoft Word Viewer (wordview97.exe), even if you have Microsoft Word already, as this is used to provide on-line help.  This is available from http://office.microsoft.com/downloads/2000/wdvw9716.aspx.  RMDB expects the program to be installed into the folder C:\Program Files\WordView.





Software Status.


This is an evaluation version, and is "Beta" status, ie I have tested it on my system, and a few others, but it has not been subjected to widespread testing under a variety of conditions. There are some known errors (see Update Notes.doc).  No guarantees are made, except that if you notify me of a problem, I'll try to respond with a solution.  I'd welcome any comments, which will help me to improve the product.





The evaluation version is date-locked.  The opening screen will show the expiry date, and it will produce a message on opening when the expiry date is within 30 days.





To obtain an unlocked version of the software, please send an email to robert.barnes@xtra.co.nz (I am not yet set up for on-line selling).





Licence terms (full version)


The licence fee is based on the number of users.  Multi-user pricing has not yet been determined, but a single (concurrent) user licence is $US99.





This entitles you to use the system, either on a single PC or a LAN, with one user at a time.  All intellectual property rights to the system (copyrights etc) remain with me, and you may not copy the system except for backup purposes.  You may not sell or transfer your licence.





The data is of course yours.





How to set up the system





1.	Create a folder, and unzip the files into this. Winzip will create a default folder C:\unzipped\rmdb - this is probably as good as any 





2.	Open the program (click on rmdb.mde) . It will fail because the database isn't set up correctly. 





3.	Link the program to the appropriate database: -


3.1	Use menu Tools/Add Ins/Linked Table Manager.   


3.2	Check "Always prompt for a new location" and click <Select all>, then click <OK>.


3.3	<OK> opens an explorer window.  Navigate to the folder into which you unzipped the files.  This will contain two back-end databases, rmdb-be.mdb, and rmdbtest-be.mdb.  Select the one that you want to use:- 


		rmdb-be.mdb - an empty database, ready to go 


		rmdbtest-be.mdb - a test database, containing some typical data already. 





4.	Open form Startup (if it's not already open), and click the <System> button. The unzip should have created a folder JobNotes which should contain a single member called $JobNoteTemplate. Set the path and folder names in the System form. 





You should now be ready to go. Good luck. Let me know what you think.





